New to me, anyway!

Since we have been sponsored by Climax for
flying lines | have discovered that the guy who
runs that business also is the boss at Kites 4U
and they have an interesting looking range of
kites that makes me feel like a lad who has
just found a new sweet shop.

There are a few | would like to be reporting on
in the near future — particularly the one which
is based on the North Shore Radical.

| have tried out the Zodorian (not a clue what
it means) and found it to be quite an
interesting entry level kite.

Designed by Spiderkites, it comes in a nice
strong bag with a separate compartment
holding a weight for the base of the spine and
a set of lines. The green colour scheme,
although not appealing to me, will no doubt
attract the kiter who likes to be thought of as a
bit different — | guess that’s all of us then?

My first impression as | assembled it in the

warm of our lounge, on a freezing winter's
day, was that it was too heavy to expect much
from. The fittings were all a bit new and
strange to me but on the whole it seemed to
be a well thought out and well put together
package.

| didn't like the fact that the back of the stand-
offs weren’t covered — although | didn't get
any snagging when | flew it later but someone
less experienced might — I'll let you know.
Considering the weight of the lines | was using
added to the weight of the kite | was surprised
that | did not have to work to keep it going
when the wind dropped. On long lines it was
just a bit too small and darted about like any
other kite in its class so, time to reel it in a bit
to 100ft or even use the 50dan (110lb) 25
meter line that comes with it, on a winder with
straps.

It felt a bit strange to me after | had been
flying some much more expensive kites but
after a few minutes | was beginning to get the
hang of it. | still have difficulty with some kites
holding them in a fade (stationary, on its back,
nose towards you) but not only did this one
stay there but | was able to ‘dress’ it — correct
it when it started to wobble — and then make it
rise and fall.

| can take the lessons learned from this back
to the higher spec kites when | fly them.

The 5.5 (straight)carbon is good enough to
make this quite a durable kite and easier to
find than some rods if you need replacement
but it does mean of course that it does not
have the same refinement as more expensive
kites and the yoyos and other tricks, whilst still
possible, just don't quite feel the same and
some (not all) have to be approached with
more care.

If you can’t make your mind up from reading
this we have one you are welcome to try.



